
 

AVP is deeply saddened by the murder of John Lea and seeks to raise awareness of LGBTQ 
Domestic Violence  

January 22, 2010 

AVP was saddened and shocked to learn that John Lea was discovered brutally murdered in his 
Hell’s Kitchen apartment yesterday afternoon, Thursday, January 21, 2010.  We offer our deepest 
condolences and support to his family and friends.   AVP is disturbed to learn of allegations that the 
police are investigating this as domestic violence-related homicide and that the NYPD is currently 
searching for Lea’s live-in lover, identified as Justin Waller.  AVP is working with local officials and 
will provide all support and assistance possible to resolve this tragic murder. 

Domestic violence is far more common than people realize in LGBTQ relationships and, at its most 
extreme, can end tragically in murder.  The National Coalition of Anti-Violence Program’s (NCAVP) 
2008 national report on domestic violence within the LGBTQ communities reported a 125% increase 
in domestic violence fatalities.  If you or anyone you know has ever felt unsafe in a relationship, AVP 
is here to support you and to safety plan with you.  Please call us today on our 24-hour bilingual 
(English/Spanish) Hotline at (212)714-1141.    

 



*** 

The New York City Anti-Violence Project is dedicated to eliminating hate violence, sexual assault, 
stalking, and domestic violence in lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and HIV-affected 
communities through counseling, advocacy, organizing, and public education.  


